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NJIDOT’s Emergency Service 
Patrol’s (ESP) celebrate 15 Years 


On October 22, 2009, NJDOT 
Commissioner Stephen Dilts joined 
leadership from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and the 
New Jersey State Police (NJSP), to 
celebrate the 15 Anniversary of 
NJDOT’s Emergency Service Patrol 
(ESP) program. 

“Our ESP employees have 
become an essential element in our 
statewide incident management 
program and have touched the lives 
of so many people in a positive way,” 
said Commissioner Dilts. 

Started in 1994 with a crew of 16 
covering 34 miles, the ESP program 
has expanded to 100 employees 
covering 400 miles of highway 
statewide with 60 trucks operating 
out of four yards: Cherry Hill, 
Harding, Metuchen and Springfield. 

ESP helps NJDOT perform its 
basic mission as a transportation 
agency by keeping highway lanes 
clear, reducing congestion and 
increasing safety for not only 


Left to Right: Jim R. Hogan, Executive Director, Statewide Traffic Operations, Mike 
Metcalf, Supervisor, ESP Springfield, Darnell Fagg, Shift Supervisor, ESP Harding 
pose with their plaques along with Commissioner Stephen Dilts and Dennis Motiani, 
Director, Division of Traffic Operations. 


motorists in disabled vehicles, but 
for everyone using New Jersey’s 
highway system. From changing 
flat tires to jumping stalled cars, 


Dilts. 


providing a gallon of gas or helping 
to manage an incident scene, the 
motoring public is safer due to their 
efforts. 


| NJDOT’s 511 systems lauded 


Thanks to the efforts of the entire organization, NJDOT’s 511 Internet 
| and phone systems have proven popular and effective. On November 2, 
| 2009, the system received its one millionth inquiry. In August 2009, 

\ NJDOT recorded the highest volume of motorists (147,061) to access the 
| phone system and 53,465 others accessed the Department's 511 web site. 
“Through these initiatives and the support of a dedicated team 
from Traffic Operations, Operations, and Law Enforcement, our 511 

system and the Statewide Traffic Management Center have been 
instrumental in informing the public of roadway conditions and 
keeping traffic moving safely in New Jersey,” said Commissioner 
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Bf NavoT’s 2009 Holiday Visits 


Thursday, December 17, 2009 
NJDOT’s South Region, Cherry Hill 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
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NJ Scenic pei li receive National distinction 


NJDOT announced on October 
16, 2009, the Delaware River Scenic 
Byway and the Millstone Valley 
Scenic Byway were designated as 
“National Scenic Byways” by the 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA). These are the first National 
Scenic Byways to be selected in New 
Jersey. 

The National Scenic Byways 
Program is part of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation and 
the Federal Highway Administration. 
The program is a grassroots 
collaborative effort established to 
help recognize, preserve and enhance 
selected roads throughout the US. 

NJDOT also received $776,725 
in federal grant money to fund four 
projects. The projects include a 


Please join Commissioner Stephen 


Dilts for the following Holiday Visits: 


Thursday, December 10, 2009 
NJDOT Headquarters, Ewing 
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 


Credit Union gets a facelift 


On October 1, 2009, the 
Credit Union of New Jersey held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony to 
unveil its remodeled branch at the 
Ewing Headquarters of NJDOT. 
Refreshments, giveaways and 
prizes were offered to all NJDOT 
employees who stopped in to see 
the new branch design. 

The new improvements include 
anew counter top, a private desk area 
and a new flat screen in the hallway. 
The construction took just six days 
to complete. Charles Laurita and 
his team from the NJDOT, Steve 
Affleck, Phil Crossley, John 
Harrison, Ken Ives, and Matt 
Sherrod also provided assistance to 


The Credit Union of New Jersey, NJDOT 


NJDOT’s Central Region, Freehold 
11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 


Corridor Management Plan for the 
Bayshore Heritage Byway; start-up 
efforts for the Southern Pinelands 
Byway; and D&R Canal access plans 
and rest area designs for the Delaware 
River Scenic Byway. 

NJDOT has seven designated 
Scenic Byways in the State of New 
Jersey. NJDOT designated the Route 
57 Byway in Warren County and the 
Bayshore Heritage Byway in Salem, 
Cumberland and Cape May counties 
earlier in 2009. The Delaware River 
Scenic Byway, Millstone Valley Scenic 
Byway, Pine Barrens Byway (formerly 
the Southern Pinelands Natural 
Heritage Trail), Palisades Interstate 
Parkway, and Upper Freehold 
Historic Farmland Byway have been 
previously dedicated. 


Monday, December 21, 2009 
NJDOT’s North Region, Mount 
Arlington 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 


Statewide Traffic Management Center, 
Woodbridge 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m 
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PEDI sponsors 
open house 


The Personal Exploration and Development 
Initiative (PEDI) Committee held its first Open House 
on Friday, October 30th. T he event's focus was 


ae 
: =\\ to attract new participants and provide an 
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opportunity for all to learn more about the 
achievements of PEDI. PEDI is currently 
_ revitalizing its mentoring program by 
%, providing additional tools to current 


mentors and also seeking new mentors. 


Representatives of the various 

PEDI subcommittees staffed tables 
with information for attendees about 

Career Development, Training, 
Learning Management System (LMS), 
and representatives were also available 
to discuss ECATS, Classifications, Credit 
Union and Toastmasters. 


Commissioner Stephen Dilts takes time to talk to Rosemarie 
Iorio, and Lisa Zook during the PEDI open house. 


NJIDOT celebrates Project Management Day 


On November 5, 2009, NJDOT celebrated 
International Project Management Day. Sponsored by 
the International Institute for Learning, Inc. (IIL), this day 
was established to recognize the extraordinary efforts 
made by project management professionals everywhere. 

“NJDOT’s Annual Capital Program is based on 
the dedicated work of our Program Managers, Project 
Managers, Project Coordinators and Subject Matter 


Obituaries 


Retiree George W. Jones passed away August 31. 
He is survived by his two sons, George W. Jones III and 
Michael Minney; a sister, Margaret McCloe; two nieces 
Gloria Leonard and Jacqueline Richardson and several 
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

Former Employee Carl J. Dellaira passed away 
August 22. He is survived by his wife, Frances, his 
son Bruce, his sister, Frances Simone, two grandsons, 
Michael and Matthew, a granddaughter, Natalia and 
many nieces and nephews. 

NJDOT employee Lenore Strathern passed away 
on September 13. She was 27 years old. She began her 
career in 2005 as an Environmental Services Trainee 
and later became a Senior Environmental Specialist. 
She is survived by her parents, Diane and NJDOT 
employee Micheal MacFeeters, her sisters, Ashley 
Strathern and Deidre MacFeeters, her step-grandfather 
William MacFeeters and many aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends. 

NJDOT employee John “Jack” Stemkowski 


Experts,” said NJDOT Commissioner Stephen Dilts. 

NJDOT established the Project Management 
Division in 1995. Since then, NJDOT has begun formal 
PM training, established a Program Management Office 
(PMO) and started coordinating project management 
with other parts of the Department as well as external 
agencies. Today, over 20 Divisions work with the PMO 
on improving business operations. 


passed away on September 15. He worked for NJDOT for 
thirty years beginning his career as a Maintenance Worker 
2 and rising to the Regional Permits Unit as a Permits 
Inspector. He was part of the NJDOT team instrumental 
in the operation and management of the Statewide Traffic 
Management Center (STMC). He is survived by his wife 
Denise and son, John Michael. 

NJDOT retiree Paul Gant passed away on September 
21. Paul started his career as a Highway Inspector 
in Region South and retired as a Construction and 
maintenance Worker 3 in Region South. He is survived by 
his wife Carolyn, his daughters, Paula Gant-Martin and 
Jean Peterson, his sons, John Pfeiffer and Stephen Pfeiffer, 
his grandsons, James, Derik, Shane and Zachary, his 
granddaughters, Samantha Peterson and Larissa Pfeiffer 
and great grandson, Koen Martin. 

NJDOT retiree Gale Ebert passed away on October 13. 
He retired from NJDOT after 28 years in Region North’s 
Landscape unit in Totowa. He is survived by his sons and 
fellow retired NJDOT employees, Brian and Kevin. 
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NJIDOT announces nearly $104 
million in Municipal Aid grants 


On October 14, 2009, NJDOT Commissioner 
Stephen Dilts was joined by state Senator Loretta 
Weinberg, Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri-Huttle, 
Assemblyman Gordon Johnson and other officials 
in Englewood as they announced $103.75 million in 
Municipal Aid grants to fund street improvement and 
safety projects in 457 New Jersey municipalities. 

NJDOT’s Fiscal Year 2010 Capital Program 
provides an additional $25 million in municipal aid, 31 
percent more than the $78.75 million provided in FY 
2009. 

“Every dollar in municipal aid is a dollar that 


doesn’t have to come from property taxes,” said NJDOT 
Commissioner Dilts. “These are projects that otherwise 
would add to the local tax bill or perhaps have to be 
postponed for lack of funds,” he said. 

Municipal governments maintain over 29,000 miles 
or approximately 78 percent, of New Jersey ‘s 36,000 
miles of roadway. Local property taxes cannot always 
provide sufficient funds for proper roadway repair and 
maintenance. 

Municipal Aid grants provide funding to 
municipalities that would otherwise devote local tax 
revenue to road improvements. 


NJIDOT’s 10th Annual Silent Auction 


The Employee Memorial Committee will 
be holding its 10th Annual Silent Auction on 
Thursday and Friday, December 3 and 4, 2009 in the 
Headquarters Multi-Purpose Room. The hours of the 
auction are as follows: 


Thursday, 12/3/09: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Friday, 12/4/09: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

A pretzel and bake sale will also be held on 
Thursday, 12/3/09. 

Back by popular demand, raffle tickets will be 
available for several larger baskets/ items including a 
Vacation Basket during the hours of the Silent Auction. 


The drawing for raffle prizes will take place on Friday, 
12/4/09 at 12 Noon. 

Holiday Gift Baskets will be raffled off in some 
of our regional facilities and employees in the regional 
offices will be able to participate in the raffle for the 
Vacation Basket. 

More details about the Silent Auction and Raffles 
will be featured on NJDOT’s Intranet prior to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Thank you in advance for supporting the 
Employee Memorial Committee Activities throughout 
the year. 


NJDOT holds 11 Annual Research Showcase 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation’s 
Bureau of Research held its 11 Annual Research 
Showcase on Wednesday, October 14" at Mercer 
County Community College in West Windsor. Camille 
Crichton-Sumners, Manager of the Bureau of Research 
at NJDOT, served as Mistress of Ceremonies. 

Crichton-Sumners opened the general session 
with an explanation of the importance of development, 
management and the implementation of research. 
“Through the research process, NJDOT stakeholders 
benefit from improved safety, environmental protection, 
reduced congestion and enhanced infrastructure 
durability,” said Crichton-Sumners. 

In previous years, the event consisted of a plenary 
session followed by afternoon breakout sessions. This 
year’s agenda was modified to a half-day format 
with six technical presentations and an awards 
segment. Representatives from New Jersey academic 
institutions currently conducting research for the 
NJDOT were invited to present on a variety of topics 
selected by Research Bureau staff. In addition, two 


projects underway with Cambridge Systematics were 
highlighted. 

Over one hundred attendees representing NJDOT, 
academia and the transportation industry were on 
site for the technical agenda, followed by an awards 
presentation. Five college students were awarded the 
2009 Outstanding Student in Transportation Research 
Awards by Brent Barnes, Director of Statewide Planning 
and Research. They include: Mr. Ashish Wadkar 
from the University Transportation Research Center, 

Ms. Farnaz Farzan from the Center for Advanced 
Infrastructure and Transportation at Rutgers University, 
Mr. Sim Liu from the New Jersey Institute of Technology, 
Mr. Prashant Shirodkar from Rowan University, and Mr. 
Nicholas Klein from the Voorhees Transportation Center 
at Rutgers University. 

Camille Crichton-Sumners closed the program with 
the presentation of the 2"? Annual NJDOT Research 
Implementation Award to Mr. Kaan Ozbay of Rutgers 
University for his project, “Development of Uniform 
Standards for Allowable Lane Closure/Web Interface.” 


